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ALTA BADIA
THE GIANT SLALOM KING IS MARCO ODERMATT ONCE AGAIN

Fifth Victory for the Swiss Star on the Gran Risa Slope and 8th place for the Italian athlete Alex Vinatzer

Alta Badia (South Tyrolean Dolomites/Italy) – A masterclass performance for the Swiss athlete. The Alta Badia giant slalom once again highlighted the dominance of Marco Odermatt, who claimed his fifth victory on the iconic Gran Risa slope, following his victories in December 2021, 2022, and last year’s double triumph. With a phenomenal second run, the 27-year-old Swiss star skied flawlessly down one of the most challenging courses on the World Cup circuit, overtaking two competitors and completing his dream weekend in the Dolomites.
These were Odermatt's words of satisfaction after his 41st World Cup victory. "During the inspection of the first run I noticed a lot of irregularities, but during the second run I saw that the track set-up allowed more room to attack, so I pushed hard. I'm thrilled because after three races without points for various reasons, I've found consistency again. Winning in Val d'Isère, then yesterday in Val Gardena and also today in Alta Badia, where I proved that giant slalom is still my strength. It's where I can attack, give my best and score a lot more points.”
Odermatt once again showed his love for the Gran Risa slope and thrilled the crowd in the finish area with his outstanding performance. With this victory, he extended his lead in the overall World Cup standings (540 points to Henrik Kristoffersen's 419) and reclaimed the red bib of the giant slalom leader, one point ahead of the relentless Norwegian Kristoffersen (200 to 199).
The surprise of the day came from Leo Anguenot. Starting with number 24, the 26-year-old Frenchman climbed from ninth place after the first run to an impressive second place, just 85 hundredths of a second behind the unbeatable Odermatt (2:31.45). It was the first podium finish of Anguenot's career. Norway's Alexander Steen Olsen secured third place, 88 hundredths back, while Croatia's Filip Zubcic, who led after the first run, slipped to fourth (93 hundredths back).
The top three athletes received trophies created by the artist Daniele Basso, who is also the creator of the "GIGANT" sculpture at the start of the Gran Risa slope. The sculpture was commissioned to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the event and symbolises the role of sport as a pillar of modern society. Odermatt, Anguenot and Steen Olsen celebrated their podium finishes by popping bottles of Drusian wine and showering the crowd in the finish area.
A determined Alex Vinatzer was the best Italian athlete of the day on the Gran Risa. The race began with an exciting flyover by the Frecce Tricolori aerobatic team. Born in Gardena in 1999, Vinatzer fought hard in the second run to improve from 24th to eighth place, 1.94 seconds behind the winner. At the finish line Vinatzer shared his thoughts: "It feels great because I did what I wanted to do in the second run. I was frustrated after the first run and told myself I had to improve for the second. In the first run I was too cautious, almost timid, like I was on a ski instructor course. I had to go all out and I'm glad I did. I'm a bit disappointed with my skiing in the last flat section, but for now it's good progress.”
Meanwhile, the other Italian athlete Luca De Aliprandini finished in 13th position, 2.22 seconds behind the leader.

Tomorrow, the excitement continues in Alta Badia with a shift from giant slalom to slalom. The first run is scheduled for 10:00 AM, and the second at 1:30 PM. The race will be broadcast worldwide. Six Italian athletes are set to compete: Alex Vinatzer, Tobias Kastlunger, Stefano Gross, Tommaso Saccardi, Simon Maurberger, and Matteo Canins.


Official results of the Audi Ski World Cup Giant slalom in Alta Badia :
https://medias2.fis-ski.com/pdf/2025/AL/0016/2025AL0016RLR2.pdf  

The interviews of the first three classified athletes: 
Marco Odermatt: 
https://soundcloud.com/fisalpineworldcup/marco-odermatt-alta-badia-gs-2024?si=ae59580554c14f7b9c654bbeff722b21&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing  
Léo Anguenot: 
https://soundcloud.com/fisalpineworldcup/leo-anguenot-alta-badia-gs-2024?si=6d4105d71aea4850aea2fc1903b01e60&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing  
Alexander Steen Olsen: 
https://soundcloud.com/fisalpineworldcup/aleksander-steen-olsen-alta-badia-gs-2024?si=17d33ae7dca844f1805e1404c229de4f&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing 

For further information: 
Alpine Ski World Cup Alta Badia – www.skiworldcup.it – Phone +39 0471/830161 – Email: info@skiworldcup.it 
Tourist Offices Alta Badia – www.altabadia.org – Phone +39 0471/836176-847037 – Email: info@altabadia.org 

Alta Badia Press Office: 
Nicole Dorigo: Mob. +39 338/9506830 – Email: press@altabadia.org
Stefanie Irsara: Mob. +39 340/8738833 – Email: stefanie.irsara@altabadia.org 
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